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Each cordis performance fee includes a workshop, coaching, or seminar of your choosing. The list 
below outlines the group’s most popular educational programs. Additional location-specific topics 
can also be developed collaboratively between faculty, staff, and the ensemble. Once a topic is 
decided upon, workshops are then crafted to fit the specific needs of the anticipated participants. 
Specific workshop durations vary, and are determined by the needs of the host and availability of 
the artists. Typical running times are 45 minutes, 60 minutes, and 90 minutes. Off-site workshops 
can be accommodated, but the group's larger equipment (i.e. Richard's 500 pound Hungarian 
concert cimbalom) is generally not used. 
 
 

Instrumental/Composers Master Class 
with a focus in percussion, cello/strings, piano, chamber ensemble, or composition 

 

The cordis Master Class is an opportunity for music students of all ages and skill levels to work 
directly with members of the ensemble. Members of the group direct classes in accordance with 
individual or curricular interests and needs. Classes can feature standard repertoire, original 
compositions, or scales and rudimentary material. Classes emphasize a positive, constructive 
approach to learning, practice, and performance. Members of cordis work directly with local 
instructors in advance to coordinate an effective class plan. 
 

Instructors 
 

Percussionist Andrew Beall is based in New York City where, when not working with cordis, he’s a 
Broadway percussionist - playing percussion in the pit of renown shows such as Les Miserables and Lion 
King. Andrew also brings a wealth of business acumen to the table as founder of Bachovich Publications, one 
of the largest percussion publishing houses in the U.S. 
 

Cellist Jeremy Harman is active as a performer and educator in Boston, MA. Jeremy has performed with a 
wide range of artists from Quincy Jones, John Williams and Pinchas Zuckerman, to Sir Elton John, Sting, 
Lady Gaga and Mary J. Blige. In addition to his work with cordis, Jeremy is also the cellist in Sirius – a 
contemporary quartet based in NYC. 
 

Cimbalomist Richard Grimes has built a career as both a performer and a composer, working with an 
array of luminaries in the field including George Crumb, Gyorgy Kurtag, Osvaldo Golijov, and Dorothy 
Lawson. He has played cimbalom with virtually every major orchestra in the US, and several abroad. 
Richard is a founding member and current Artistic Director of cordis.   
 

Pianist/keyboardist Dan Padgett has collaborated with luminaries of the new music field including Jason 
Marsalis, John Harbison, and Howard Frazin. He is an alumnus of Florida State University and the Longy 
School of Music of Bard College (which he attended with band mate Jeremy Harman) and holds two degrees 
in classical piano. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Business Seminar 
Led by members of cordis 

 

The Music Business Seminar presents participants with a broad overview of the current music 
industry, and explain how its various segments – record labels, distribution companies, publishing 
companies, artist management, promotion, and entertainment law – work together to create and 
sustain a career in the musical arts. Seminar content is driven by the group’s first-hand industry 
experience, with a Q & A session to follow. Every presentation is tailored to fit time constraints, 
specific student interests, and curricular needs. 
 
 
 
 

Instrument Overview  
Led by members of cordis 

Instrument Overview is the most frequently requested workshop the group offers. This event 
entails an introduction to each of the group's primary and supplemental instruments, including the 
electric cimbalom, kelstone, electric and acoustic cello, percussion setup, keyboards, lap steel and 
electric guitars. Each member also explains behind-the-scenes performance techniques they use 
to make their elaborate concerts come together. 
 
 
 

Production Tech/Lighting Workshop 
Led by Matthew Cowan 

 

Matt Cowan has been working as a lighting technician since he was twelve years old. In addition 
to running his own production company, Down Right, Matt is also the Lighting Director at the 
renowned Calvin Theatre in Northhampton, MA. When not on tour with cordis, Matt teaches 
Lighting Design at the Pioneer Valley Performing Arts School. 

 
The Production Tech/Lighting Workshop is a flexible lecture style or hands-on workshop that’s 
tailored to participants’ specific interests, needs, abilities, and backgrounds. This workshop can 
either focus on elements that go into the design of the current cordis show (which entails moving 
lights, video projection, active cameras during the show, etc.), or provide a more basic overview 
of programming lights, an introduction to the details of designing a full show (not restricted to 
“concert” production), and general logistics of the trade. 
	  
	  
	  


